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Program for the Annual Meeting 
of ANSS, 1958 


Full details of the program are not yet complete but here is an outline as reported 
by Dr. Stanley Mualaik, President-Elect. 


Friday Evening, December 26 
Open Meeting of the Board of Directors. 


Saturday Morning, December 27 
ANSS Looks Ahead in the Light of the First Half Century. Topics: Foundation 
for the Future of ANSS; Education for a Better Future of Conservation and 
Nature Study; Taking the School Outdoors; Summer Workshops for the Future; 
ANSS and Natural Resources for the Future. 


Saturday Afternoon, December 27 
An Action Program for the ANSS During the Next Decade. Topics: Improving 
Nature Study at the High School; Better Teacher Preparation for Nature Study; 
Better Nature Interpretation to Visitors in National Forests and Parks; Better 
Nature Study in the Elementary School. 


Saturday Evening, December 27 
Joint Mixer, Science Teaching Societies. 


Sunday Morning, December 28 
Program (in preparation). 


Sunday Afternoon, December 28 
Creating a Better Nature Study Teaching Environment to Improve Nature Interest 
in Schools, Topics: Making Available More Useable Literature from Government 
and Other Agencies and Organizations; Recommended Minimum Equipment for 
Nature Rooms; Improved Field Trips in the City and Country; Newsletters and 
Related Service, Giving Aids for Better Nature Study Programs. 


Sunday Evening, December 28 
ANSS Council and Business Meeting. 


Monday Morning, December 29 
All Societies — Research Lab Tours followed by Luncheon at Research Labs. 


Monday Afternoon, December 29 
Joint Session with NSTA on Elementary Science. 
Monday Evening, December 29 
Annual ANSS Banquet; Roger T. Peterson, Banquet Speaker. 


Tuesday, December 30 
All-day Field Trip to Prince William Forest, Virginia with Drew Chick, Leader ; 
also ANSS Council Meeting. 


ANSS Annual Meeting 
To Be Held In 
Washington, D.C. 


The annual meeting of The American 
Nature Study Society will be held at the 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C. 
trom December 26 to 30. 

A fine program is being planned by 
the President-elect, Dr. Stanley Mulaik 
of the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Dr. Roger Peterson will be the 
banquet speaker and Drew Chick has 
arranged an exciting field trip for us. 
Dick Westwood is our local representa- 
tive. 

Make your plans to attend now and 
reserve a room immediately. All rooms 
will be the same rate of $9.00 a person 
per day. 

RICHARD L. WEAVER 
President 


Cooperative Effort 


Produces Miracle Gardens 

School children in New York City 
learned the basic facts of gardening in 
183 school gardens which were super- 
vised last summer. Included were 10 
‘Miracle Gardens.’ These areas, formerly 
vacant, littered, and unsightly city-owned 
lots, have been cleared by the Depart- 
ment of Sanitation, covered with top 
soil, and planted mainly in crowded and 
low socio-economic districts. Children 
from the neighborhoods are organized 
and the “Miracle Gardens” result from 
their efforts. 

Top soil and shrubs were contributed 
by a local store or civic club. Tools, 
seeds, and a teacher were furnished by 
the Board of Education. The gardens 
were jointly sponsored by the local store 
or club, the Citizens Committee To Keep 
New York City Clean, the Sanitation 
Department, and the Garden Ofhce of 
the Board of Education. 

Teachers met with the children for 

continued on page 4 


‘ AES 


to 


A; MG. 


NEWS LETTER 


September, 1958 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY NEWS LETTER 


Affiliated with 
The National Association of Biology Teachers 
The National Science Teachers Association 
The American Association for the Advancement of Science 


Publication Dates: Spring, March; Summer, June; Fall, September; Winter, November 
Editor 
DOROTHY A. TREAT 
Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Rd., Dayton 14, Ohio 
Society Officers 
President 


RICHARD L. WEAVER 
P.O. Box 2073, Ann Arbor, Michigan 


President-Elect 
STANLEY B. MULAIK 
University ot Utah 
Salt Lake City 12, Utah 


2nd Vice-President 
EMERY WILL 
Science Department 
State Teachers College 
Oneonta, New York 


Secretary 
HELEN ROSS 
State Teachers College 
Fitchburg, Mass. 


Ist Vice-President 
S. GLIDDEN BALDWIN 
139 N. Vermilion St. 
Danville, Ill. 


Treasurer 
HOWARD E. WEAVER 
202 Men's Old Gym 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 


Nature Study - Conservation News 


During the past year the American 
Nature Association provided headquar- 
ters and facilities, as well as funds, to 
implement the work of the National 
Roadside Committee in support of Fed- 
eral legislation to restrict outdoor adver- 
tising on the mileage of the great Inter- 
state Highway System. Dick Westwood 
served as volunteer secretary of this Com- 
mittee and says he spent more than half 
his time in its behalf. However, he feels 
that the time was well spent, and the 
legislation was enacted by Congress, al- 
though there is still a big job to be done 
to get the States to enact legislation, 
taking advantage of the provisions of the 
Federal law. Members of the American 
Nature Study Society are urged to take 
part in any State program in behalf of 
such legislation. 

* * * 

At the Kenwick School in Lexington, 
Kentucky (an elementary school) mem- 
bers of the faculty organized a faculty 
science club. About fifty percent of the 
40 teachers in the school are members. 
Purposes of the club are to stimulate 
interest in science, help teachers acquaint 
themselves with new information and 
materials, and to guide all-school science 
projects. Last winter's big project was to 
begin development of a bird sanctuary 
and school forest. This small area in the 
corner of the school property had been 
cccupied by formal gardens which the 
children could not use. Now the children 
are participating in putting up and main- 
taining feeding stations, planting shrubs 
and trees and observing birds which 
visit the area. 

* * 

The Conservation Caravan, a traveling 
school of conservation, nature study and 
ecology, providing both education and a 
memorable vacation, was sponsored from 


August 23 to 30 by the Conservation 
Forum of New York State and _ the 
Buffalo Museum of Science. The Caravan 
is widely recognized as a unique and 
effective conservation workshop, many 
terming it outdoor education at its best. 
It was directed for the tenth season by 
Miss Mabel H. James, Chairman of the 
Forum and Research Associate in Con- 
servation and Field Naturalist for the 
Museum. Farms, forests, arboretums, 
sanctuaries, parks and camps were visited 
and outstanding educators, specialists, 
farmers and conservation leaders served 
as instructors and guides. 

x 


Brother H. Charles, F.S.C., re- 
ceived a grant from the Hill Family 
Foundation to conduct an_ intensive 
course in field biology at St. Mary's Col- 
lege, Winona, Minnesota. From the 
twelfth to the twenty-fourth of August, 
and from dawn to dusk, 32 Sisters from 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa studied 
the plants and animals of the Winona 
region. 

Ok Ok 

Joe Hieser reports the Outdoor Nature 
Club of Houston, Texas, has had _ its 
thirty-fifth Anniversary Banquet. The 
principal speaker was Dr. Clarence 
Cottam, Director of the Rob and Bessie 
Welder Wildlife Foundation near Taft, 
Texas. Dr. Cottam spoke on ‘Our Out- 
door Heritage in a Changing World.” 


* * * 


The Fort Smith, Arkansas local Audu- 
bon Society members report their present 
interest has been looking for heron rook- 
eries near Fort Smith. They have located 
one in a farmer's woodlot on a dry hill- 
side with some 2000 birds — Snowy and 
American Egret and Little Blue Herons. 
It contains about 300 nests. “We found 


it,” reports Ruth Armstrong, “as you 
would find a bee tree, by coursing the 
birds.”’ 

* * * 

The National Audubon Society is en- 
deavoring to alert not only conservation- 
ists but the public generally to the danger 
threatening all of us from the cumulative 
effects of indiscriminate broadcasting of 
toxic chemicals. Research by the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife and others all points 
to the destructive, initial, and cumulative, 
effect of these chemicals to wildlife and 
the threat which their continued use 
poses to man himself. The Society has 
urgently recommended that the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture stop all insect con- 
trol programs in which highly toxic 
chemicals are broadcast unless incontro- 
vertible evidence becomes available that 
no serious damage to human and wildlife 
resources will result. 

* * * 

ANSS Members are urged by the 
Nature Conservancy to help with its 
current survey of schools using natural 
areas for education conducted in coopera- 
tion with the National Association of 
Biology Teacher's conservation project on 
outdoor Laboratories. Schools doing a 
good job using natural areas will be held 
up as examples for others to emulate. 
Please send for report forms to Dr. John 
Brainerd, National Committee on 
Natural Areas for Schools, Springfield 
College, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

The Carolina Bird Club is endeavoring 
to have all Hawks and Owls protected 
in North and South Carolina. The project 
is headed by Mrs. Charlotte Hilton 
Green, past president of the club, (also 
Board Member of ANSS) and its con- 
servation chairman for several years. One 
phase of the project has been pasting 
literature on classroom bulletin boards in 
schools throughout the two states. The 
literature consists of a mimeograph story 
“Protect Our Hawks and Owls,’’ pre- 
pared by the North Carolina State 
Museum and the Hawk Circular pre- 
pared by the National Audubon Society. 
Mrs. Green reports, “We've had some 
interesting results.’’ Some boys (both in 
high school and grades) have themselves 
made a study, and done research, pre- 
pared talks, displays, charts, and gone 
around to various classes in their schools 
to give talks and show displays. 


School of the Outdoors, Branchville, 
N. J., operates a year round privately 
owned “camp” in a wildlife sanctuary 
surrounded by thousands of acres of 
state forest in Sussex County. The pro- 
gram emphasizes outdoor living skills, 
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ANSS State 
Membership Chairmen 


Alabama Mrs. Blanche Dean 
Arkansas Miss Ruth Armstrong 
Connecticut Miss E. Mildred Abbott 
Florida Mrs. Clyde T. Reed 
Illinois Mrs. Robert E. Rulison 
Indiana Miss Norma Koch 
Maine Mrs. Paul Hannemann 
Massachusetts Dr. Frank J. Hilferty 
Michigan Miss Verne A. Fuller 
Missouri Mr. Oscar Hawksley 
New York Mrs. Alice E. Ulrich 


North Carolina, Mrs. Charlotte Hilton Green 
Ohio Mrs. Neil M. Waterbury 


Pennsylvania Dr. Dwight E. Sollberger 
Oregon Miss Ruth E. Hopson 
Tennessee Mr. Arthur H. Cook 
Texas . Mr. Joseph M. Heiser, Jr. 


Utah Mrs. Stanley B. Mulaik 
Vermont Mr. Leighton B. Gough 
Virginia ... Mrs. Gunnar Grotos 
District of Columbia Mr. Adrian Fox 

Chairmen are needed for California, 
Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, Washington, Wisconsin. If you 
would like to help out and serve as 
Chairman, please write to S. Glidden 
Baldwin, National Membership Chair- 
man, R.R. 1, Catlin, Ilinois. 


nature and conservation, pioneer farm- 
ing, Indian Lore and trip camping. Be- 
sides the children's summer camp and 
travel program, ‘Summer Safari,” activi- 
ties of the school include adult training 
programs, consultant services to organi- 
zations and schools in nature and con- 
servation education, school camping, and 
outdoor education. 


Audubon Shrine and Wildlife Sanctu- 
ary at Mill Grove, Audubon, New Jersey, 
reports over 2000 visitors during the 
month of May. Many of these were 
school and youth groups who visit the 
shrine to see where John James Audubon 
lived when he first came to America. The 
original house still stands and is  sur- 
rounded with beautiful grounds with 
many trails leading through the country- 
side where Audubon began his acquaint- 
ance with American birds. The curator, 
J. D'Arcy Northrop, himself a naturalist 
and conservationist, meets the groups and 
does much to instill real interest in the 
outdoors in all those who visit the area. 
The Shrine, some 150 acres, is operated 
by the Montgomery County Commis- 
sioners. 

* * * 

Have you seen the new publication 
“Learning About Soil and Water Con- 
servation.”’ This is a Text-Workbook for 
use in Social Studies or Language Arts 
(Grades 5-8) prepared by Adrian C. 
Fox, Educational Relations Specialist for 
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the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, and 
George E. Rotter, Curriculum Coordi- 
nator and Director of Conservation Edu- 
cation, Nebraska Department of Educa- 
tion. The book is complete with teacher's 
manual separate and may be obtained 
from Johnsen Publishing Company, 1135 
R Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, for 75¢ a 
copy (discounts available). The book is 
well illustrated with photographs. The 
text is interesting, attractive and good 
conservation. 
Ok 

The Garden Club of America reports 
that once again requests for its Conser- 
vation Packet has reached 5000! The 
committee chairman for the Conservation 
Packet says 5000 Packets has been the 
magic number ever since the inception 
of the Packets in 1952. Orders are filled 
on the average of 100 a week. Daily re- 
quests pour in from youth leaders, 
librarians, girl and boy scouts, students, 
conservation organizations, camps, Gar- 
den Club Chairmen and Teacher's Col- 
leges, the country over. During the past 
year all 48 states with one exception, 
requested the Packets. In addition the 
Packets have traveled to a number of 
foreign countries, particularly in connec- 
tion with our American Army Depend- 
ents’ Schools. The Packets contain 12 
interesting booklets and folders. The 
Packets are free in limited quantities. 
Inquiries may be addressed to: Conser- 
vation Committee, The Garden Club of 
America, 15 East 58th St., New York 
22, New York. 

x 


Thirteen conservation organizations 
have joined forces to save the Indiana 
Dunes. This area was long ago pro- 
posed as a National Park by Stephen 
Mather. At that time, it contained 
twenty-five miles of duneland along Lake 
Michigan, backed up by bog and woods. 
Today, only four miles of duneland are 
left and these are desired by industry. 
However, there is now tremendous in- 
terest that is nationwide in having these 
four unspoiled miles of notable and 
unique shore front set aside as a National 
Monument. Senators Neuberger, Morse, 
Humphrey and Murray, are co-sponsor- 
ing $3898 introduced by Senator Douglas 
to establish the Indiana Dunes National 
Monument. 

* * * 


An Ohio Chapter of the Nature Con- 
servancy has recently been organized un- 
der the leadership of Dr. Kenneth Hunt 
of Antioch College, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio. This is the Conservancy's eighth 
chapter and three others are reported in 
process of formation. Older chapters are 
hard at work interesting people in their 


Salt Lake City reports a natural history 
conservation class at the University. The 
class prepared “A Guide to a Conserva- 
tion Program.’ After two weeks work 
on the campus, the group continued at 
the Audubon Camp of California in the 
high Sierra country. 

* * 

The Conservation Education Associ- 
ation convened in Salt Lake City in 
August to take up the theme, “Conser- 
vation Education at the Grassroots - 
How can we do it better.’ Its main ob- 
jective was to develop a set of recom- 
mendations for improving conservation 
education at all levels in our schools. 

* 

The Western Section of ANSS held 
its annual meeting jointly with the West- 
ern Section of NABT and the Pacific 
Division of AAAS last June at Utah 
State University, Logan, Utah. Among 
the topics taken up was that of “Soil, a 
Living Mantle.’ One entire afternoon 
was given over to papers on the work of 
various kinds of soil organisms together 
with practical ideas as to presentation of 
soil study in schools. “The Role of 
Natural Resource Literature Available 
for Nature Study and Biology Programs”’ 
provided an interesting morning. 
“Biology at the Community Level” 
showed how to fit programs to local 
areas. 

New officers for the Western Section 
of ANSS are Dorothea Mulaik, Presi- 
dent; Edith Curry, Vice President; James 
Laurence, Secretary-Treasurer; Catherine 
E. Dunlap, Council Representative to 
AAAS, Pacific Section. 

Next year's meeting at San Diego, 
California (Edith Curry, Program Chair- 
man). 


respective districts in setting aside cer- 
tain areas of great natural history 
interest. 

* * * 

The National Audubon Society has a 
new sound film in color called “THE 
Winpow.” It is a delightful picture 
showing an Audubon Junior Club in ac- 
tion, having all kinds of fun and adven- 
ture as its members explore the outdoors 
in their neighborhood. The film may be 
borrowed from the Society to show to 
gatherings of elementary teachers and 
youth leaders. If you teach grades 3-8 or 
work with children’s clubs of this age 
level you will be interested to learn more 
about an Audubon Junior Club as a fasci- 
nating way to introduce boys and girls 
to the wonders of the world around 

continued on page 4 
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Camp Fire Girls Launch 
Conservation Program 
Camp Fire Girls have launched a two 

and one half year nation-wide Conserva- 

tion Project as part of the organization’s 

Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration, the 

1960 Golden Jubilee. 

The project has for its purpose to 
provide an active service to the nation 
by participation in beneficial community 
activities, promoting wise use of natural 
resources and helping Camp Fire Girl 
Members develop an ecological aware- 
ness basic to a sound land ethic and good 
citizenship. 


They are designed to provide active 
education and worthwhile service at a 
time when our nations’ consumers need 
to be vitally and personally aware of their 
resource base. Many of the activities are 
outdoor types which girls enjoy and 
which have tradition and merit within 
the existing Camp Fire Girl program. 

The community service projects are 
focused primarily on trees, community 
outdoor recreational resources, and wild- 
life. The tree phase is based on a city- 
wide Camp Fire Girls tree survey and 
planting project in Wichita, Kansas, over 
a period of five years. 

In carrying out this project, the girl 
will learn the habits and requirements of 
living organisms involved and_ will 
gradually understand some of the dy- 
namic inter-relationships of the physical 
and biological factors that ultimately 
govern the organism's way of life and 
her own standard of living. Through 
many of the suggested activities, the girls’ 
awareness and understanding can be 
shared to insure a better-educated gen- 
eral public. 

The project begins this September, 
1958. 


COOPERATIVE EFFORT 
PRODUCES MIRACLE GARDENS 
continued from page 1 


three hours a morning, as many morn- 
ings as the size of each garden war- 
ranted. Seeds were planted, seedlings 
transplanted, watering and weeding done, 
and the harvest equally divided among 
the children. The Miracle Garden Pro- 
gram, now in the third year is being ex- 
panded each spring. 

Mr. Romaine Button, Garden Super- 
visor for New York City Schools reports 
that no vandalism of any kind has oc- 
curred. This fact supports the philosophy 
that if children feel they have a respon- 
sibility and a sense of ownership, they 
don’t vandalize. 


AN. 5. NEWS LETTER 


Nature Study and 
Conservation News 


continued from page 3 
them. For full details about how to bor- 
row the film or have a year of adventure 
with an Audubon Junior Club, you can 
write to Miss Shirley Miller, National 
Audubon Society, 1130 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 28, N. Y. 
* * * 

Dr. Harry E. Jacques announces a new 
member of his to Know’ books 
called, “How to Know the Economic 
Plants.’ More than one million different 
kinds of animals are dependent directly 
or indirectly upon plants for their sus- 
tenance. But only those plants that sup- 
ply man with some of his personal needs 
have been given space in this book. Every 
person is interested in these plants which 
so vitally touch his life. The identification 
keys are unique in that most species are 
keyed not only by their botanical char- 
acters but keyed again by their use to 
man. All parts of the book are fully il- 
lustrated. A very practical book packed 
with interesting and useful information. 

The book is a revision of “Plants We 
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Eat and Wear,” published in 1943. The 
nomenclature has been brought up to 
date, some additional plants pictured and 
described and many other changes made. 


*x* * 


Robert A. Grom, Park Ranger, reports 
whale-watching is a popular activity at 
Cabrillo National Monument, just out- 
side San Diego. The Monument affords 
an excellent view of the Gray Whale dur- 
ing its migration — December through 
February. At the height of the season, 
25-50 whales per day may be seen pass- 
ing the area from the Whale-Lookout. 
The Park Service furnishes visitors with 
binoculars free of charge and has a 
ranger on duty to help visitors locate the 
whales and to answer questions about this 
magnificent event. Some 250,000 visitors 
come annually to the Monument to watch 
the Gray Whales. 

These whales were believed near ex- 
tinction a comparatively short time ago. 
Now, due to protective measures, the 
whales are on the increase — 1,728 
whales were seen from the Monument 
Lookout during the 1957-58 migration 
season. A publication on the Gray Whale 
is now in preparation by Ted Walker. 


Application for Annual Membership 
Membership in the American Nature Study Society includes a membership card, a 
quarterly NEWSLETTER and the magazines you select. Please note you can get your 
membership for less than $2.00, even free, by selecting the proper group. 


MEMBERSHIP 

GROUP COST COST 

1 $2.00 Membership only (NEWSLETTER) $2.00 

2 3.00 Membership with Cornell Rural Leaflet (4 issues) 2.00 

3 4.00 Membership with Canadian Audubon Magazine (5 issues) 1.00 

4 5.50 Membership with Canadian Audubon & Cornell Leaflet 1.50 

5 5.50 Membership with Nature Magazine (10 issues) 50 

6 7.00 Membership with Nature Magazine & Cornell Leaflet 1.00 

7 8.00 Membership with Nature Magazine & Canadian Audubon free 

8 8.50 Membership with Nature Magazine & Canadian Audubon & free 


Cornell Leaflet 
Circle group desired, send application with name and address and check to 
Dr. Howard E. Weaver, 
202 Men's Old Gym, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 
State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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